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Primary school’s 
pupils prove they 
are a class act 

- see page 2 



Former Round Oak 
steelworkers 
share memories 

- see page 4 



Council takes 
300 dogs off 
Dudley streets 

- see page 7 


Mem Christmas 


to all our 
readers 


MP adding 
support to 
baby group 

STOURBRIDGE MP 
Margot James visited a 
support group for mothers of 
premature babies to learn 
more about what they do. 

Last Saturday she attended 
the Dudley Bliss Family Group’s 
Christmas Party. 

The celebrations involved 
making personalised Christmas 
crafts, meeting Father Christ¬ 
mas and sending gifts to the 
poorly babies and their families 
on the Neonatal Unit at Russells 
Hall Hospital. 

The Bliss Family Group has 
been running for 20 months and 
gives Dudley families, who have 
had a poorly or premature baby 
on a neonatal unit to come 
together for mutual support and 
to join in with fun activities. 

It is the only one of its kind in 
the Black Country and is run by 
four parent volunteers who have 
also experienced the work on a 
neonatal unit. 


Bank manager’s 
race for funds 

A HALESOWEN bank manger, 
who has suffered from asthma 
since childhood, has raised 
almost £1,500 for a charity 
which helps those with the con¬ 
dition after taking part in the 
New York marathon. 

Rob Smith, aged 32, who lives 
in Halesowen and is a relation¬ 
ship manager for Nat West 
Private Banking in Birming¬ 
ham. 

He said: “I know the money I 
have raised will make a real dif¬ 
ference in helping people like 
me.” 

Open day about 
college courses 

STUDENTS can tour Stour¬ 
bridge College at an open event 
next month. 

There will be chance to learn 
more about courses on offer and 
to chat to tutors. The event will 
run 10am to 1pm on January 29 
For information log on to 
www. Stourbridge, ac.uk 


Village names 
the day for fair 

THE next Kinver Country Fayre 
will be held on June 19 after it 
was shelved this year while long- 
running roadworks took place on 
the High Street. 

There will be entertainment 
such as Morris dancing to enter¬ 
tain members of the public. Visit 
www.kinvercountryfayre.co 
m for more information. 


Christmas is 
heaven-sent 


DUDLEY volunteers pulled out all the 
stops so that some of the borough’s most 
vulnerable people could enjoy a hearty 
Christmas meal. 

Heaven’s Kitchen served up turkey and all 
the trimmings to more than 50 homeless and 
lonely people who visit Dudley Counselling 
Centre in Salop Street on Monday, December 
20 . 

The dedicated volunteers recently launched 
their Christmas Stocking campaign which 
appealed for donations of new socks, hats 
scarves and gloves. 

The group were delighted that in addition 
to gifts of warm clothes, they were also 
offered much of the food needed for their 
festive celebration. 

Positive 

Heaven’s Kitchen which is part of Dudley 
Christian Fellowship, hope that donations 
will continue to flood in, so that they can con¬ 
tinue to give clean warm clothes with the hot 
meals they serve all year round. 

Volunteer Graham Bishop said: “Christ¬ 
mas can be a very lonely time for the people 
who we support but we hope that our friend¬ 
ship, hot meals and clean socks will go some 
way to giving our guests a positive start to 
the New Year. 

“We would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who has offered help and who con¬ 
tinues to support us into 2011.” 

Donations of new socks, warm clothes or 
cheques payable to Dudley Christian Fellow¬ 
ship and marked for the attention of Heaven’s 
Kitchen can be dropped into Dudley Coun¬ 
selling Centre, Salop Street, Dudley, DY3 
4AT. Call 01384 239222 for more information. 



Jeanette Jones and Mavis Ainsbury serve up a festive feast for Dudley’s homeless 


Hit-and-run 
mother, 46 
fined £420 


by court 


A MOTHER of one who 
knocked down a boy on a 
zebra crossing has been 
fined a total of £420 and 
given six points on her 
driving licence. 

The boy had rolled on to the 
bonnet before hitting the 
ground suffering a broken 
nose, cuts and bruises and a 
swollen knee, magistrates 
heard. But the driver failed to 
stop to check his welfare, the 
court was told. 

Carol Clulow, aged 46, of 
Chingford Close, Wordsley, 
admitted failing to stop fol¬ 
lowing an accident and 
driving without due care and 
attention. 

She was fined £220 for 
failing to stop and £100 for 
driving without due care and 
attention. She was also 
ordered to pay £85 costs and a 
£15 victim surcharge. 


Dudley Magistrates Court 
was told last Friday the 13- 
year-old boy, who cannot be 
identified, was using a cross¬ 
ing in Bromley Lane, 
Kingswinford, at around 
5.15pm on December 10 when 
the collision occurred. 

Mr Mark Cooper, prosecut¬ 
ing, said: “Witnesses say the 
car initially stopped and 
pulled to the side of the road. 

It appears the defendant 
saw the boy get to his feet and 
walk to the other side of the 
road. 

She drove away and did not 
check on the welfare of the 
boy.” 

Mrs Jodie Smith, defend¬ 
ing, said Clulow had “pan¬ 
icked”. 

She had intended to go to 
the police station but wanted 
to go home and speak to her 
husband about it first, the 
court heard. 


PRISON FOR GUN 
STASH BROTHERS 


TWO brothers have been jailed after 
a deadly arsenal of 16 guns, includ¬ 
ing a Kalashnikov and Uzi sub¬ 
machine gun, were uncovered at 
their houses. 

Daniel Thatcher, aged 25, of Summerfield 
Avenue, Wall Heath, and Lee Thatcher stored the 
weapons and ammunition, which was found after 
they were arrested on suspicion of an unrelated 
burglary at a derelict building in Dudley. 

Police searched the men’s houses in May and in a 
hold-all at the garage of Lee Thatcher, 28, officers found 
a “military-calibre” Kalashnikov, Wolverhampton 


Crown Court heard. Under gun enthusiast Daniel 
Thatcher’s bed, officers found a 9mm Uzi and, a 9mm 
pistol and cartridges. 

Shotguns, pistols and hundreds of live rounds were 
also discovered at searches of the addresses, said Mr 
Philip Bradley, prosecuting. 

Judge John Warner sentenced Daniel Thatcher to 
three years and eight months. 

Motivation 

Lee Thatcher, whose address cannot be published for 
legal reasons, was sentenced to 450 days but is expected 
to be freed because of the time he had spent in custody. 

The judge said there was no suggestion of terrorism, 
political or gang-related motivation. 

The men had admitted charges of possession of 
firearms and ammunition. 


Walks to welcome the new year 


WALKERS can get the 
new year off on the right 
track with a series of 
strolls at nature 
reserves in Dudley. 

On January 2 people 
can join the warden for 
a brisk walk around 
Saltwells Local Nature 
Reserve. 

From 10am to noon 
the walk will include a 


trek to the top of Nether- 
ton Hill and beyond. 

A second new year 
walk takes place at 
Wrens Nest National 
Nature Reserve on 
January 5, from 10am to 
noon. 

Caverns 

The warden will take 
visitors to see the 


progress on work to the 
Seven Sisters Caverns, 
which are on show to 
the public for the first 
time in over five years. 

In Halesowen, at The 
Leasowes on January 8 
from 10am to noon, the 
warden will guide visi¬ 
tors around the site and 
talk about its history 
and wildlife. 


KIRNER 


1st 1834 


Fountain Arcade, Dudley 

01384 458311 
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That’s sum 


Amblecote Primary School 
Ashwood Park Primarv School 
Belle Vue limra rv School 
Blanford Mere Primarv School 
Blowers Green Primary School 
Bramford Primarv School Bilston 



achievement 
in maths test 


Brierley Hill Primary School 
Brockmoor Primarv School 
Bromley Hills Primary School 
The Bromlev-Pensnett Primarv 
Brook Primary School S’bridge 
Caslon Primarv School H’sowen 
Christ Church CofE Primary 

St Edmund & St John, Dudley 
Collev Lane. Halesowen 
Cotwall End, Dudley 
Cradlev CofE. Halesowen 
Crestwood Park, Kingswinford 
Dawlev Brook. Kinaswinford 
Dingle Community, K’swinford 
Dudlev Wood. Dudlev 
Fairhaven Primary, S’bridge 

Gig Mill Primary, Stourbridge 


Halesowen CofE 
Ham Dingle, Stourbridge 
Hasburv CofE. Halesowen 
Hawbush Primary, Brierley Hill 

Howley Grange, Halesowen 
Hurst Green, Halesowen 

Jesson’s CofE, Dudley 
Kate’s Hill Communitv. Dudlev 
Lapal Primary, Halesowen 

Maidensbridge, Kingswinford 


Milking Bank Primary, Dudley 
Mount Pleasant. Brierlev Hill 
Netherbrook Primary School 
Netherton CofE. Dudlev 
Newfield Park, Halesowen 


Oldswinford CofE, Stourbridge 
Olive Hill. Halesowen 
Our Lady & St Kenelm, H’sowen 
Pedmore CE. Stourbridae 
Peter’s Hill, Brierley Hill 
Priorv Primarv.Dudlev 
Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill 
Queen Victoria. Dudlev 
Red Hall, Dudley 
The Ridoe Primarv. S’bridoe 
Roberts Primary, Dudley 
Rufford Primarv. Stourbridae 
Russells Hall Primary, Dudley 
St Chad’s. Dudlev 
St James’s, Stourbridge 
St JoseDh’s. Dudlev 

St Mark’s. Brierlev Hill ~ 

St Mary’s, Kingswinford 
St Marv’s. Brierlev Hill 
Sledmere Primary, Dudley 
Straits Primarv. Dudlev 
Tenterfields Primary, Halesowen 
Thorns Primarv. Brierlev Hill 
Wallbrook Primary, Bilston 


Wollescote Primary, S’bridge 
Woodside Community Dudley 



DUDLEY pupils are per¬ 
forming well in the key 
subjects of maths and 
English, according to 
figures released last 
week. 

Teacher assessments for 
students aged 11 were 
carried out in all 84 borough 
primary schools. 

It follows a boycott of the 
official Sats tests by some 
schools which means the 
borough does not feature in 
this year’s national league 
tables. 

In English, 82 per cent of 
pupils achieved level four, 
the national expectation for 
11-year-olds, which is up one 
per cent on last year, accord¬ 
ing to the teacher assess¬ 
ments. 

The figure for pupils 
achieving a level four in their 
maths was 82 per cent, the 
same as last year. 

Effort 

Pupils achieving level five 
in English was 34 per cent, 
an increase of four per cent 
on last year, and 35 per cent 
for maths, the same as last 
year. 

Pedmore CE Primary 
achieved 100 per cent in both 
English and maths at level 
four, St Mary’s CE Primary 
in Kingswinford achieved 
100 per cent in English and 
97 per cent in maths, while 
Our Lady and St Kenelm RC 
School in Halesowen, 
achieved 100 per cent in 
English. 

Councillor Liz Walker, 
Dudley cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“Congratulations to all 
pupils, parents and teachers 
for their continued commit¬ 
ment and effort.” 


KEY The charts show each primary school, listed alphabetically within 
its local authority area. In addition to the school name, the table lists: a. 
The number of pupils on roll eligible for assessment in National Curricu¬ 
lum Key Stage 2 tests this year. b. The percentage of pupils achieving 
level 4 - the expected level for the age group - in the English test. c. The 
percentage of pupils who have made two or more levels of progress in 
English between the ages of seven and 11. d. The percentage of pupils 
achieving level 4 in the maths test. e. The percentage of pupils who have 
made two or more levels of progress in maths between the ages of seven 
and 11. f. The percentage of pupils achieving level 4 in both English and 
maths, g. The ranking within its own local authority which each school 
achieves, according to the percentage of pupils achieving level 4 in both 
English and maths. Ties are broken by the number of pupils on roll eligi¬ 
ble for assessment in the National Curriculum tests, h. The percentage of 
pupils across the whole school who were persistently absent. Schools 
that boycotted the test do not have results and are represented by ~ 


They’re a 
class act 


Headteacher Bev Hartland Smith and Year 6 
youngsters at Pedmore C of E Primary 
School, in Hagley Road, Pedmore, celebrate 
their success 


PEDMORE C of E Prim¬ 
ary School celebrated top 
marks as pupils achieved 
100 per cent in maths 
and English at level four 
in national league tables 
for 11-year-olds. 

Head Bev Hartland 
Smith said everyone was 
delighted as the school 
was number one in 
Dudley borough of those 
taking the SATs test. 

“We are very proud of 
all the children who have 
made such good 
progress,” she said. 

“At Pedmore it is not 
just about tests, it is 
about the children’s 
development as people 
like looking out for and 
respecting each other 
and caring for everyone 
and everything around 
them.” 

Thirty-two pupils took 
SATs this year at the 
school in Hagley Road, 
Pedmore. 



Hark the 
new-look 
worship 

THE Seventh-Day Ad¬ 
ventist Church in Dudley 
is set to host its first 
Christmas Day service in 
its new premises. 

Having moved from 
their former base at 
Himley Road, the church 
is now renting the Old 
Meeting House, in 
Wolverhampton Street. 

The service from 11am 
until 1pm on Saturday 
will be lead by Deacon 
Hubert Smiley, who has 
worked in the church 
since the 1950s. 

Everyone is welcome 
and car parking will be 
available at the site. 

Christmas gifts will 
also be given to all of the 
children in the congrega¬ 
tion. 

For more information 
contact Mr Smiley on 
01384 213803 or 07868 
288310. 

Invitation to 
have a say 

HALESOWEN South 
neighbourhood team is 
inviting townsfolk to 
have their say at the last 
meeting of 2010. 

The Police and Com¬ 
munity Together (PACT) 
session is at 7pm on 
Thursday December 30, 
at Manor Way Primary 
School, Brier Mill Road. 

Officers will be on 
hand to discuss the latest 
policing issues and to 
inform residents what 
they are doing to address 
them. 

For those unable to 
attend but who would 
like to raise an issue, 
email details to dy.nhp. 
halesowen@west-mid¬ 
lands.pnn.police.uk or 
call 0345 113 5000 and 
ask for extension 7903 
6450. 



We would like 
to wish all our 
customers, old 
and new, a very 
Merry 
_ Christmas! 

freocat 
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We’ve prepared for hard 
times - council bosses 


Students protest over allowances cut 



Dudley College students protest at the Broadway 
campus against the maintenance allowance cuts 


HUNDREDS of students 
protested against pro¬ 
posed cuts outside 
Dudley College . 

About 300 waved plac¬ 
ards at a peaceful protest 
featuring speeches from 
student mentor Stead¬ 
man Green and Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin 
outside the campus in 
The Broadway last week. 

Students organised the 
demonstration against 
Government plans to axe 
the Education Mainte¬ 
nance Allowance which 
gives up to £30 a week to 
students for attending 
classes. 

Among the protesters 
were public services stu¬ 
dents Charlie Edge, 18, of 
Coseley, and Vikki Fox, 
20, of Netherton. Charlie 
said: “The money gives 
normal people the chance 
to come to college and so 
our families do not have 
to find the money. If we 
did not have it we would 
not have been able to 
come to college.” 


Mr Green, aged 34, one 
of the organisers of the 
protestat the college, off 
The Broadway said: “The 
money acts as a lifeline 
for these people and I 
think that it is short¬ 
sighted by the Govern¬ 
ment because education 
is so important and these 
people are the future.” 

College principal 
Lowell Williams said: 
“EMA put a value on edu¬ 
cation particularly for 
young people and by 
taking it away it takes 
away the value. 

“This was a peaceful for 
protest run by students 
for the students and it is 
an excellent, positive way 
of getting involved in 
something what they all 
seem to feel passionate 
about.” 

Mr Austin held a ques- 
tion-and-answer session 
with some students after¬ 
wards. He said: “The 
EMA makes such a huge 
difference to their 
family’s finances.” 


DUDLEY Council’s leaders 
have insisted they will cope 
with the loss of more than 
£18million in government 
grants over the next two years. 

The cuts announced by the gov¬ 
ernment last weekhave been antic¬ 
ipated since the coalition took over 
in May. The council’s £279m 
revenue budget will fall to £269.6m 
next year and £258m in 2012/13 as 
council tax freezes are also 
imposed. 

Council leader Councillor Anne 
Millward said the £18m her 
authority was going to lose was in 
line with what bosses had prepared 
for. 

“We have been carrying out 
detailed planning over the last few 
months as we awaited the settle¬ 
ment,” she said. 

“Clearly there are going to be dif¬ 
ficult decisions to make, but I can 
assure residents and council staff 
we will do all we can to reduce 
impacts on jobs and services. 

“We will now look to finalise our 
budget which will go before a 
meeting of the cabinet in January.” 

Cabinet member for finance 
Councillor David Blood added: “We 
are now finalising our budget plans 
which will look to ensure we can 
continue to deliver frontline serv¬ 
ices to residents. 

“Over recent months we have 
been looking at a number of ways of 
making efficiency savings.” 

The council has already been 
drawing up budget savings of £65m 
by 2015 and residents are cur¬ 
rently being consulted on where 
the axe should fall. 

So far it has only confirmed that 
there will be significant job losses 
among the 15,000 staff but bosses 
have been waiting until today’s 
announcement before unveiling 
specific plans. 

The budget, detailing proposals 
for 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14, 


will go before a special meeting of 
the council’s cabinet on January 12 
before going to the full council on 
March 7 for a final vote. 

In Sandwell, budgets will fall 
from £353m to £313m which 
includes a £35m cut in government 
grants over the next two years. 

Finance boss Councillor Steve 
Eling, said the cuts were “disgrace¬ 
ful” and the borough faced very dif¬ 
ficult choices. He said savings 
made in management costs and 
other areas such as reducing 
energy costs would be made, but 
would not be enough to plug the 
gap. 

He added: “It will make a fair 
sized dent, but we are not going to 
be able to find all this money to fill 
that gap, something is going to 
give.” 

He added that the authority was 
still looking at making 700 job cuts 
in the next year and would be 
looking at achieving many of those 
through voluntary redundancies. 

Toughest 

Councillor Ray Nock, leader of 
the Conservative opposition group 
in Sandwell, said: “We’ve got to 
think smart to protect frontline 
services. We can’t just make willy 
nilly redundancies.” 

The following year, the budget 
will reduce by another £llm. 

Announcing the plans, Commu¬ 
nities Secretary Eric Pickles said 
the cuts were not as bad as people 
had been led to believe. 

He said: “The reality is that 
despite the toughest economic cir¬ 
cumstances in recent memory, the 
Coalition Government will ensure 
that next year the average reduc¬ 
tion in councils’ spending power 
will be 4.4 per cent. 

“By adopting an intelligent and 
fair approach to the way funding is 
allocated we have been able to 
ensure those parts of the country 
that are most reliant on central 


funding continue to get the lion’s 
share of the taxpayers’ money that 
is available. Funding fairness 
underpins this settlement. 

“We are protecting the public 
from excessive council tax rises by 
stopping any council tax revalua¬ 
tion and setting up a £650 million 
fund so town halls can freeze 
council tax this April. This will 
offer real help to families and pen¬ 
sioners.” 

But schools across the West Mid¬ 
lands will not see their budgets rise 


over the next four years, the Gov¬ 
ernment has admitted. 

The schools budget will not now 
rise above inflation as announced 
by the Chancellor in the spending 
review because of changes to the 
official forecast, it means the £430 
pupil premium, will not, in real 
terms, be extra money. 

Under the scheme, every child 
whose parents earn less than 
£16,000 a year will be entitled to 
the payment which will be given to 
schools to spend on cutting class 


sizes and increasing one-to-one 
sessions. The extra money - worth 
£625 million in 2011/12 - is 
designed to improve results among 
the poorest children who are eligi¬ 
ble for free school meals. 

In addition, the basic school 
funding allocation per pupil - 
which does not include the pupil 
premium or capital funding for 
building projects, is staying the 
same. This means that in 2011/12 
Dudley will get £4,895 per pupil 
and Sandwell, £5,314. 



Chairman of Blackheath Organ, Keyboard and 
Musical Society Malcolm Jones 

Music society 
keen to recruit 


BLACKHEATH Organ, 
Keyboard and Musical 
Society is on the lookout 
for new members. 

The club invites 
members to listen, learn 
and perform with the 
organ and keyboards, 
and is hoping to expand 
its membership to 
include more young 
people. 

Malcolm Jones, 
spokesman for the club 
said: “We are looking for 
new members, whether 
they want to come along 
to learn, play, or just 
listen. We have 15 
members at the 
moment, from all over 


the West Midlands and 
are hoping to get some 
younger people involved. 

“We have had a few 
more musicians get in 
contact recently, which 
is really positive and we 
want to build on that.” 

The society, which 
holds regular meeting, 
recitals, and charity 
shows meets on the 
second Monday of every 
month at Rowley Regis 
Conservative Club in 
Hawn Lane. Meetings 
start at 7.30pm. 

Anyone that would 
like more details should 
call Malcolm on 0121 
4397260. 
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Former staff from the Round Oak Steelworks are seen during a reunion event at Dudley Museum The steelworks seen when it was still in operation and, right, an aerial view of the site in 1988 

Furnace of friendship 



Ex-workers, brothers Ron and Ken Walters, seen with artwork on display 


Barry Thompson, Richard Wandless, Brendan Hawthorne and Steve Field 


IT ONCE employed thou¬ 
sands of workers and the 
red glow of its hot fur¬ 
naces would light up the 
Black Country sky at 
night as sparks, ash and 
the hiss of cooling metal 
filled the air. 

Generations of Brierley 
Hill families had laboured in 
the open hearths at the land¬ 
mark Round Oak steelworks 
since it began production in 
1857 at the height of the 
Industrial Revolution. 

When the famous furnaces 
closed in December 1982, it 
caused upset, anger and 
widespread unemployment. 

Now, 28 years later, it has 
been replaced with smart 
glass-fronted offices and 
restaurants on the Water¬ 
front complex and nearby 
farmland has been trans¬ 
formed into a busy modern 
shopping centre, bringing 
jobs back to the town. 

But memories of years 
spent labouring at one of the 
Black Country’s most famous 
steelworks came flooding 
back at a reunion for former 
workers, who still hold it 
dearly in their hearts. 

More than 100 workers got 
together to remember the old 



Trevor Potter, Wally Fletcher, Len Jones, Tom Gray, Ernie Allen, Dennis Horton, in 1961 


days at a reunion at Dudley 
Museum and Art Galley 
earlier this month. 

And it wasn’t long before 
old friends starting reminisc¬ 
ing about what it was like 
working at the plant, which 
they fondly called the Old 
Lady. 

The steelworks were a 
family affair for brothers Ken 
and Ron Walters, aged 66 and 
63, who had both followed in 
the footsteps of their father 
David, a ladleman, who 
worked at the site for more 
than 40 years. 

The pair spent their days in 
the open hearth, with Ken, of 
Gorsty Avenue, working for 
12 years at the site while Ron, 
of Fenton Street was there a 
decade. 

“My father started work 
there when he was 15 almost 
by accident,” Ron said. 

“He was hanging around 
the gates and a foreman 
spotted him and said ‘you will 
do’ and that was it, he became 
one of the workers. 

“Because my father worked 
there, me and my brothers 
David and Ken went there 
too. It was a great place to 
work, you really felt part of 
something big. 

“Round Oak closing had 


such huge impact on Brierley 
Hill. It was the heart and 
soul of the town and when it 
closed it left behind a ghost 
town, which has never fully 
recovered,” said Ron. 

When Round Oak closed 
many workers struggled to 
find jobs elsewhere and as a 
last resort some opted to seek 
positions at steelworks over¬ 
seas. 

Friends John Bagley, aged 
66, of Stourbridge, Edwards 
Mattocks, 73, and Peter 
Taylor, 67, both of Brierley 
Hill, went abroad to find 
work after the site closed. 

“We all went around the 
world to find jobs, because 
there wasn’t any work in this 


country,” said Mr Bagley, who 
spent 20 years at Round Oak 
before spells working in Italy, 
Spain and Iceland. 

“We were very sad when 
Round Oak closed. It was 
more than just a steelworks, 
it was a way of life. 

“Men started work there 
when they 15 and stayed 
their until they retired. 

“We used to call Round Oak 
the Old Lady and treated her 
with respect,” said Mr Mat¬ 
tocks, who worked in the 
melting shops from 1952 to 
1980. 

Another long-serving 
worker was retired engineer 
Tony Shinner, of Norton 
Road, Stourbridge, who was 


at Round Oak from 1947 to 
1981. 

For the last 11 years, he 
was joined by his wife of 60 
years, Betty, who was one of 
many women working in the 
offices. 

“It was a happy place to 
work,” she said. 

“There was quite a lot of 
women working in the offices 
while then men were on the 
shop floor. I enjoyed my time 
there.” 

The reunion included an 
exhibition of old photographs 
and paintings of the Round 
Oak site as well as poetry 
readings paying homage to 
the site’s importance in Brier¬ 
ley Hill. 
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Butcher’s murderer to 
serve 11 years in jail 


AN ELECTRICIAN from Coseley has 
started a life sentence after being 
found guilty of murdering a Dudley 
butcher in a fight outside an Indian 
restaurant. 

Mitchell Jones, aged 24, killed Jamie 
Roberts when an argument they were 
having spilled outside of the Rose of 
Kashmir. 

He punched Mr Roberts and then kicked 
him in the head while he lay unconscious 
on the ground in Wolverhampton Street, 
Dudley. 

A jury at Wolverhampton Crown Court 
took five hours to return a unanimous 
guilty verdict last Thursday. 

Jones, of Chad Road, Coseley, was told 
he must serve a minimum of 11-and-a-half 
years, minus the 240 days he spent in 
custody before the trial. 

Judge John Wait told him: “This was a 
life taken in an act of senseless, drunken 
violence.” 

Mr Roberts, 36, of Malthouse Drive, 
Dudley, died of severe head and brain 
injuries four days after the attack. 

During the seven-day trial the court 
heard Jones punched Mr Roberts, knock¬ 
ing him to the ground. His head “cracked” 
against the kerb, said Mr Michael 
Burrows, prosecuting. 

Provoked 

Jones denied kicking the father-of-two, a 
partner in the J & G Butchers business in 
Russells Hall Road. But four witnesses, 
including Mr Roberts’ fiancee Beth 
Hodgkinson, said he did. 

Paul Price, a delivery driver for the 
restaurant, told the jury that Jones kicked 
his head “like a football”. 

Mr Roberts had been drinking in the 
Struggling Man pub in Salop Street with 
Miss Hodgkinson before going out for a 
meal at about 2am on April 18. 

Jones claimed he was provoked by Mr 
Roberts verbally abusing him and threw a 
punch in self-defence. 

After the trial, Mr Roberts’s parents, 
Derek and Sandra, said: “This verdict can 
never bring Jamie back. But it offers some 
comfort to know that someone has been 
convicted and will face a long time in jail.” 




Butcher and father-of-two Jamie Roberts, with his partner 
Beth Hodgkinson, who witnessed the attacked, and, inset, 
Mitchell Jones, who was found guilty of murder 


Council cuts put an end to 
£1.7m plan to move school 


A £7MILLION plan to rebuild a Dudley 
school has been shelved due to cuts. The 
council wanted to move Red Hall Primary 
School. 

It is currently split across a busy road in 
Lower Gornal and Dudley Council wanted 
to move it on to one site. 

However, it was announced that funding 
to repair and maintain West Midlands 
schools will be cut by £45 million in the 
latest round of government cuts. 

It means Dudley’s capital grant, funding 
everything from extra classrooms to meet 
rising pupil numbers to basic mainte¬ 


nance's being cut from £17m to £8m. 

Dudley schools chief Councillor Liz 
Walker, said they put rebuild plans for Red 
Hall on hold. They hoped to submit plans 
early next year and begin work in summer 
or autumn. 

Dudley Council spokeswoman Kate 
Arnold said: “The money would have been 
used to rebuild and remodel the school to 
bring the full facility onto one site.” 

Cuts are to be offset by the coalition Gov¬ 
ernment’s pupil premium - £430 for each 
pupil with parents on less than £16,000-a- 
year going direct to the school. 
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from Plirity Dental 


Purity would like to wish a!! of you a 
wonderful Chnstmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year 

If you need help and advice over the Christmas 
period please feel free to come and visit us 
ive re here to help you 
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Education funding help 
- a new way of support 


EVERYday I receive a substantial post bag along with 
e-mail messages from constituents. 

Judging by the messages I have received recently there has 
been a lot of misinformation about regarding the replacement 
of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) so I want to 
take this opportunity to tackle some of the misconceptions 
about the coalition Government’s policy in this important 
area. We are replacing the EMA because it does not effectively 
target those young people who actually need the money to 
enable them to participate in learning. 

From September 2011 the support currently provided by 
the EMA will therefore be focused on the most disadvantaged 
children, saving £14 billion. 

The EMA - currently worth £30 a week for children from 
households with income below £20,800, £20 a week where 
household income is between £20,800 and £25,500, and £10 a 
week where household income is between £25,500 and 
£30,800 - is paid to around 1,000 young people in the Dudley 
Borough. 

However, evidence shows that 
around nine in 10 recipients 
would have stayed on after age 16 
even if they had not received the 
EMA. In these hard economic 
times the EMA has not been as 
effective as it should have been at 
targeting those who really need 
help. 

We are therefore replacing it 
with more targeted support for 
those who face genuine financial 
barriers to participation. We are 
not simply removing the EMA, we 
are replacing it with better-tar¬ 
geted, more-focused support. 

We are replacing the EMA with 
an enhanced discretionary 
learner support fund that will 
enable schools and colleges to give 
grants to those young people who 
face significant financial barriers 
that would prevent them from 
participating. 

Schools and colleges in Dudley 
will be better at identifying these 
young people in our borough than 
central government. We are cur¬ 
rently distributing over £560 
million to 650,000 young people 


Dudley South 
Conservative 
MP Chris Kelly 
takes the stand 
in our weekly 
Chronicle 
column which 
gives our local 
representatives 
the chance to 
air their views 
on issues that 
matter 



EMA payments in England will 
therefore cease next September 
and the allowance will be replaced 
by an increased discretionary 
learner support fund, distributed 
by schools, colleges and training 
providers.This decision does not 
mean that the Government is no 
longer committed to full partici¬ 
pation. We are still committed to 
making sure that every young 
person remains in education or 
training until they are 18. 

We are simply targeting the 
resources we have available at 
those young people who would not 


in some cases EMA also helped 
students in financial hardship 
and this is why we will signifi¬ 
cantly increase funding available 
in the discretionary learner 
support fund. 

At the same time we believe in 
more targeted support for learn¬ 
ers. Schools, colleges and training 
providers currently receive a dis¬ 
cretionary learner support fund 
for distribution to young people 
who need help meeting the costs 
of their education. We will signifi¬ 
cantly increase the £26 million 
budget of the discretionary 


be able to participate because of learner support fund so that 
serious financial barriers. We schools, colleges and training 
don’t think it is a good use of providers can better help stu- 


public money to continue to pay 
people an incentive when they 
don’t need it. 

Incentive 

Also, when the EMA was intro¬ 
duced, participation in education 
was not compulsory for those who 
received it. Labour seem to be for¬ 
getting that they explicitly intro¬ 
duced EMA as a ‘financial 
nationally, yet only 12 per cent of incentive’ for young people to stay 
them need it to stay in education, in education. Since we are contin- 
This means that government uing with the previous Govern- 
has spent £9,300 for every young ment’s increase in the compulsory 
person EMA has kept in educa- participation age to 18, the need 
tion. This is not a good use of for such an incentive is signifi- 
money in these difficult times, cantly reduced. We recognise that happy new year. 


dents aged 16 to 18 who are expe¬ 
riencing financial difficulty. 

Since my last column I have 
attended a number of wonderful 
events including the Christmas 
fair at Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
church hall to see the fantastic 
display of decorated Christmas 
trees. I have also visited several 
more businesses including Boss 
Design in Netherton - the UK’s 
leading seating designer and 
manufacturer - and Petford Tools 
Limited, also of Netherton. 

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all readers a 
very merry Christmas and a 
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Police swoop 
on £1 m fake 
brand goods 

FAKE branded goods worth £1 
million have been seized by 
Dudley trading standards and 
West Midlands Police. 

The counterfeit goods recov¬ 
ered included camera equipment, 
designer sunglasses and watches, 
mobile phones and electrical 
adapters and chargers. 

The raids in central Dudley and 
Birmingham were carried out 
after camera manufacturer 
Canon voiced concerns that large 
amounts of counterfeit products 
were being sold on the internet. 

Two warrants were executed, 
and police said four people were 
arrested under the fraud act and 
bailed pending further inquiries 
as a result. 

Councillor David Stanley, 
cabinet member responsible for 
trading standards at Dudley 
Council, today said: “This seizure 
of fake goods will help protect 
legitimate business and is a 
reminder to people to buy goods, 
including Christmas presents, 
from known retailers. 

“We are pleased to have taken 
these goods off the streets as 
much of this fake electrical equip¬ 
ment could have also been a 
serious safety hazard.” 

National Grid’s 
free parking gift 

SHOPPERS in Sedgley have 
been taking advantage of free 
parking in the town in the run-up 
to Christmas,. 

Dudley Council had already 
suspended charges on the Bilston 
Street pay and display car park 
on Christmas Eve and National 
Grid is paying to extend the 
scheme for other days this week. 

Bosses at National Grid say it 
is to say thank-you to the town’s 
traders and shoppers for their 
patience during recent £1 million 
works to renew the gas pipes in 
the town centre. The work took 
several weeks to complete and 
led to temporary traffic lights. 


Council takes nearly 
300 dogs off streets 


Celebrating Christmas traditions 


CHRISTMAS 
traditions from 
around the globe 
were celebrated 
by youngsters at 
a Lower Gornal 
school. 

Pupils at 
Roberts Primary 
put on their 
festive produc¬ 
tion called 
Christmas 
Around the 
World. 

The play 
centred on the 
nativity story 
with a collection 
of Christmas cel¬ 
ebrations from 
six different 
countries. 

Through the 
show, parents 
and children 
experienced a 
taste of Christ¬ 
mas in Poland, 
Malawi, Aus¬ 
tralia, China, 
America and 
Ireland. 

More than 400 
people attended 
the three per¬ 
formances at the 
school. 

Headteacher 
David Baker 
said: “It is a fan¬ 
tastic way of 
bringing the 
children 
together from 
different cul¬ 
tures and coun¬ 
tries when the 
world has so 
many troubles.” 



Skye Elcock and Joshua Hickman, both seven, as Mary and 
Joseph, with other pupils who have taken to the stage 


ALMOST 300 stray dogs have been 
picked up by Dudley Council this year. 

The authority took over responsibility for 
the collection of strays from the police in 
April 2008. 

Figures released by the council show that 
between January and the start of December 
2010, the authority picked up 284 dogs. Pro¬ 
viding the service cost just over £58,000 
betweenApril and October 2010. 

Councillor David Stanley, cabinet member 
for environment and culture, said: “I have 
been trying to get the message across for the 
last couple of years that a dog is not just for 
Christmas. 

“People need to realise when they pur¬ 
chase dogs it is expensive with things such 
as vet bills and feeding. I would urge people 
to really give it consideration and make sure 
they have the finances available.” 

Collected 

Of the dogs collected, 122 were re-united 
with their owners. A small number are still 
waiting at kennels, but the remainder have 
been re-homed . 

Between April 2008 and April 2009 
Dudley Council collected 500 stray dogs. 

Strays picked up in the borough are 
usually taken to Rosedene Dog Rescue 
Centre. Owners who collect their dogs from 
the rescue centre in Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall, must to pay all kennelling costs 
plus a fine of £25. Dogs are kennelled for a 
week before being offered a new home. 

Dog owners are legally required to ensure 
their dog wears a collar and tag with the 
name and address of the owner. 


Junction work halted 

LONG-TERM roadworks costing £12.3 mil¬ 
lion!) at the Burnt Tree junction near Dudley 
are being eased during the festive period. 
The works are due to be halted from today, 
(Thursday) until Tuesday, January 4, 
making journeys less hectic for people, and 
giving traders respite. Over the Christmas 
period most of the barriers and other traffic 
management measures are being removed 
from the roundabout, A461 Burnt 
Tree/Birmingham Road and the A4123 
Birmingham New Road. The whole project is 
scheduled to last 21 months 



Ugly sisters Garry McWilliams and James Tromans, Steve Taylor 
as Buttons and Lucy Neshan as Cinderella rehearse for the panto 


CLASSIC fairytale Cinderella is 
being brought to life at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall next month. 

Members of the Brierley Hill 
Musical Theatre Company take 
to the stage for their annual pan¬ 
tomime at the venue in Bank 
Street. 

There will be a mixture of 
matinee and evening perform¬ 
ances of the much-loved rags-to- 
riches tale on January 15, 16, 19, 


20, 21 and 22. Publicity Officer 
Chris Psaras said rehearsals 
were in full swing. 

In October the company staged 
the Full Monty and next month’s 
pantomime follows the success of 
Mother Goose in January. 

For further information about 
the company, which was founded 
in 1947, log on to www.bhmtc. 
co.uk. Tickets are available from 
the box office on 0845 658 8195. 
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Dream WINTER 
world SALE 


HUGE SELECTION 

MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 

STARTS 27th DEC 10.30am 
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charm bracket* and Allots chain* 

Arvysilvei oilicfe^licsllnnarloecloie prioad pei’ piaco 

■ 


Al Role* 
VAicIv* 
Wb filed 


All OltgCa 
Vtonfed 


Al RxUi 
V^riclvi 
Vrtnltd 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 

"FORANY'iToFOfVAATICfil" 
TO DO WITH GOLD, 
iaVTR; PLATINUM, 
'AAIOHE 3 AND ANIQUES 
CALL FOR PRH ADVICE. V 
HIGHEST PGICFC T 
ALWAYS 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

0121 556 6868 


i 

PRICE 


OrEIIIIIG TIMES: Mm toy, Tucwlny. VSctocakiy. FrMnry & SatMnry lOnin-Gfiiu Tkurariay lOara-fyn Santoy 1(kim-4piii I 

* 


SUITES & BEDS! 





Fabric 61 Leather Comer 
Units a hvays In stock 



LARGE 

SWIVEL 

CHAIR 

\Lirtous 

Colours 

€299 


List f*tv hft it ttok ftric* 


* Le^Ui«n 



A Fabric 



S6t5 





Large Range of 

€399 


Bedroom Furniture 



Available 



Faux Leather 
Beds from 

€99 



GLASS AtJD 
WOOD TABLE A 
CHAIRS ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
MATTRESSES IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE DEUVERY 





tb^o £39 Dfuih £79 

fta»» h 


p& SUITES & BEDS 

Port way Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 


Tel:01215445155 
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- 






Large selection of fabric sofas on Display . 
Corner Sofas on Display I . r mJ 


UP TO 


LARGE SELECTION 
OF QUALITY 


INSTOCK 




Corner sofas or 3+2+Ts 
ALL IN STOCK FOR 
NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


Slain free TWIST_ 

HEu-^weaiing Berbers. 

VMbol Beta's_ 

100%Wool Carpets- 
Siainfree Saxonys _.... 

Hesry Dome Stic_ 

Luxury Saxonys_ 

Sjpneme Wiltons_ 


.awYtf 
.£2+9 Yd 1 
£3 99 Yd* 
.£499 Yd* 
.£475 Yd* 
£599Yd* 
£S99Yd* 
£4 89 Yd* 


OVER S00 
REMNANTS 
ON DISPLAY 


HUNDREDS OF CARPETS TO CHOOSE FROM 
ALL INSTOCKVINYL FLOOR HALF PRICE 


HUGE Display of la innate floors IN STOCK 
4V Groove flooring ONLY £5.98m‘ 
HUGE REDUCTIONS across 
the BALTERIO RANGE 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 
GUARANTEED 

Single Fmmes from £39 

ORTHOPEDIC46 Beds.£lb It 

^METALS WOOD JK, 

ALSO IN STOCK 


JEXT DAY 


ET 

nr 

m 

7 

771 

ZJ 

I'M 



G1 


V 


HUGE FREE CAR 
PARK AT REAR 


9«l Csfn Hfft, v.tf<*, atrtrtntf\dr« BS-3 2FH 

ii(i«N<«r 

imM* r«tr. w 

Ocenr-i t«v aa ^ *9*4* 

S> »* v (14 

dvtt'iirHw ' r V* J 


Pvirv airr *» k fcjil Pwk, 2 A K.i^vui ei 4 *; 

Pr »*7 D^r 2lin ||MM 244 AJLA 

)MA ‘4 KJAiKi 

ncrf4RNit 
•ecj '^i M. J 
r^rrm *< nM ln»t« 

tfciiii »*>• n - * ncji Lit i-cj . i sn< ar. vim; li jti pv 




^rHHU 
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BEDS 

From £119.00 



DINMG 

£199.00 




Si r 

EVER REDUCTIONS 

STARTS BOXING DAY 

DOORS OPEN 10AM 


SUITES 


SUHES 


LT 


-1 , • 


Traditional Italian Leather Suite* from £1199.00 


Sofas from £ 499.00 


furniture 

DOM 

t l { 1 1 * J I L f 1 1 

S3tw&lte House 
SaltweRs Road 
Nettienon, Dudley 
OY2 9PE 
01384 56943C 


Chrttmiit gpMriftf TMmm: 

M xvlw iTti Dk - Cen 

Tus*4ty 2W»C#c »10uJ> if l *f 
******* 29tt (He ifAHton to tom 
TVJtfey Wi Dec - HHm ® 

Dm -93MM *> 
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BUY 

NOW 


HALF 

PRICE 


AND BEAT THE 
VAT INCREASE! 



i 


L i " 

1 


. : 

fSTiTSTaM 



« 

Lkjy ■->. 

ni 




h i 


IF i 

Lj 
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Suites Fnm £399 


Sofas from £99 


Leather beds From £99 


Call Today 
01384482082 


Opposite the 
Merry hill Centre 


Unit 2-3, Enterprise Trading Estate, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 1TX 
Opening Times, Mon - Sat 9:00am - 5:00pm,Sun - 10:00am - 4:00pm 
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To cetobrate oil first year at 
Sedgley (22 years at Cannock) 
We are Having a very spedal sale 

Starts Bank HolUay (.loniby 

z/n Lwcemet utm bn nay nut January 

Open 10-4 daily Closed Sundny 

hterble, Sdid Oak, Fireplaces 
Gss ard alsctrc lines 

Vfe also have a large display of 
freestanding Radiant and Living Flare 
outset gas fires 

Gas Safe Installers - Fieedelivery 


IVe would also thank aJIour 
Customers for tiieir support and 
vvts/j you a If the cotnplrnents of the Season 



nXZFXAd STUDIO 

Aider v,<xhI R •o!noi North*** 6e<U«ft 0Y3 3QY 

Tel: 01902 786 

.V#*f to CMin Pii bJjo Hou s# 


(W«i Moeri: 

Ihw»;• *»• t1'.Uw ■ 


RicksHaw 


CUISINE INDIANE Mf/on to (fine 


3 COURSE MEAL* 

WITH FREE BOTTLE OF 
QUALITY HOUSE WINE 


■CM 


Sunday ■ Thursday ''hiladingSideOith 
Oily valid tor bookings of 4 or more 
Excludes King Prawn and Duck dishes (otterwise extra £1.50) 
tot in coijuncf on v;ifi aiyotior offer 

CHOOSE ANYTHING FROM THE MENU 


mn BOTTLI OP Will WITH BURY TAB LI OP 4 OR MORI 

fWrfav A- Gaturdflirl 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 



We are on Just Eat 
Email: therickshaw@live.co.uk 
11 Porters Field, Dudley DY27AT 

Tel: 01384233446 


A 

0 




A 


Emergency NHS 
Denial appointments 
available all over the 
Festive Season 


a 


*. 


Q 


Monday-Friday 
9.00 am-9.00 pm 

Satu 
Ban 

9.00 am-12.00 noon 


irday, Sunday and 
Bank Holidays 


01384 245960 
BHANDAL DENTAL SURGERY 
190 High Street, 
Dudley DY1 1QE 





start extraTTua/EL 

Seasons greetings 
and a happy 
New Year 
to all our readers 

Fir* ietofourtip* 




V/E HEED YOUR 
QUAUTY FURNITURE 

PWtoH 4*#» «iy «a 4 trip w 

t* bh tUUm mi *nimf, 

ll> 4 vbniM 4 i(l< 1 i 4 

For free cell ectlcsi coll ^ 1 

08445763744 scrsc 
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SUMMERHILL 

.up to $0* J Trust the experts.. Bathrooms 

^ www.summerhillbathrooms.co.uk 






(S 


Ideal 


WALK IN SYNERGY 
ENCLOSURE 

SnmnS^fotv 
E^sy C teEO Gas&, 


•V 


3 

< > 


T 


,n 


From 


£249 




includes flimluire semi recess basin, 
includes Free chrome rsdlMoi cones ■ • J 
ciiiern, beck to wall pan and dr lux sort 
close sex. 


NEW 

RANGE 


J 



I 


AN NIB Topqoalkv 
suite foa Cistern. Pedestal. 

5&o Basin 
With Soft 
close 5eac 


k 


v 






serjer whirlpool 
Bud i Comiilers 
i'riuced to 




Not to be missed - clearance of warehouse stock (whilst stock lasts) 



mira 

arni 

MIRACODA 

TV-ERM3 STATIC VALVE 
ft^.heseandhead 


£129 


■* m 


3 


! 

TRITON TBOZ 

7.5kuaskw. £00 

9SkwardlQ.Skw ** 


LSHAPED 
BATH 


Rectjoed to 

r«TtJ both 
part cl 


1389 

inin.im*il> 


j- 






wfmmi'i 


m 



L PET iME GUARANTEE 






• Designer semi recess baan 
Designer back to wall pan 

50 % OFF 1 * Delux soft close seat 

jjnaMT encloses I with ever 7 Purchase over £750 
M of Montrose Furniture 




VANITY 

UNITS 

Sort dose doors 
Corrploteuith 

UtrecosbaelfL 

-199 
“111 9 
“£129 
"£199 
"£219 



WOLVERHAMPTON OPEN 6 DAYS 

90-92 TRYSULL ROAD 9-6 Monday-Saturday 
MERRY HILL ample free parking 

01902 345245 


DUDLEY OPEN 7 DAYS 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET 9-s Monday-Saturday 

PFNSNETT Latte 'til 6 Thursday 

01384 263626 11 4 Sunday 
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Baby’s 


First 








SlA** 

Xlttle ^onyour 
VSf&rtmas. 


Express & Star 

art publishing 
photographs 
otbatWl* 
CtiriatmMOn 
Saturday, January s, 

2011. p 

Hyou would Ik* your >; 
baby Included, please 
fill in the coupon 
{Price: £17 JO Inc VAT) 


'< Send us your Christmas photograph | 


terra 


harierc 

Satunje,. January 3 , 20 V 

F«rar» 























Nsie....„ 

kCmi _ 




»iMW| H IW I ' >HI II«' W I» *HM».tiWi*ii|»H Osrtajt ... n m »n ■ !■■ I ■»11—■' '!■!■ 

n«qua/p^crSrpifMU^mk»td^t_«. 

11 aa to, t psy by d*l <r «• art p ass; <d a cn M 9 K iHK? 


Express & Star 

Sired, Wofvi 




Wolverhampton WV1 ICS 

01902 317878 

m. ho g g<g>expre Mandatar.co.uk 


thechronicle 


Party for 

autistic 

children 


CHILDREN with aut-ism are 
being given a special Christmas 
party this year thanks to a Dudley 
support group. 

Dudley Autistic Sup-port Group 
is organising the treat for chil¬ 
dren who would be otherwise 
unable to attend a party because 
of their condition. 

It is for 12 and unders at Scally¬ 
wags, Level Street, Brierley Hill, 
on Thursday. Father-of-two Marc 


Carter, whose sons are both autis¬ 
tic, set up the children’s party last 
year. 

Mr Carter, from Pensnett, said: 
“Father Christmas is at the party 
the whole time so children can 
meet him in their own good time. 

“We also have play workers to 
entertain the children so their 
parents and carers can enjoy a 
chat, have a mince pie and a hot 
drink.” 


Explosion leaves 
traders with loss 


ALMOST 20 businesses in 
Dudley town centre are 
counting the cost of a day’s 
lost trade after a violent 
explosion left them without 
power. 

Shopkeepers said it was the 
latest in a string of problems. 

One trader called for urgent 
action after five power cuts in the 
last two years. The blast at 7.45 
am last Tuesday hurled a 
manhole cover through the air, 
smashing two windows at WH 
Smith. 

The High Street, Stone Street 
and Wolverhampton Street were 
closed to traffic until 5pm. 

Businesses including Head 
Rush Beauty Salon, Yorkshire 
Bank and WH Smith were forced 
to shut for either part or the 
whole of the day. 


Amer Singh, owner of the Gala 
Coffee Lounge and Takeaway in 
Wolverhampton Street, said he 
lost £700 yesterday. Rymans sta¬ 
tionery in the High Street also 
said trade was “much lower” than 
usual. 

Business owners say power 
cuts in the last two years have 
lasted for up to five hours. They 
say they have been told by engi¬ 
neers that the underground 
wiring system needs replacing. 

Mr Singh says the 19 shops 
forced to close are the same group 
that are always affected by power 
cuts. He said he is “disgusted” 
and feels E-on should dig up the 
road and tackle the problem. 

He reopened the next day but 
Mr Singh said he was “furious” to 
have lost a day’s profits. 

Urgent 


He added: “I understand that it 
was a really bad explosion, but 
people don’t realise that this is 
part of a long-running problem. 

“We’ve had enough. They 
should just get it sorted.” 

Engineers from E-on dug up 
the pavement outside the WH 
Smith store to carry out urgent 
repairs on the cables in a bid to 
restore power to affected shops. 

Investigations revealed the 
blast started in an underground 
electrical link box. E-on workers 
repaired the cable and made it 
safe, but investigations into what 
caused the fault are still under 
way. Power has been restored and 
the businesses re-opened. 

E-on spokesman Scott 
Somerville said: “We know the 
problem was caused by a cable 
fault. What caused this is still 
being investigated and will be the 


Site visit 
over plan 
for home 

COUNCILLORS will 
visit a Dudley street after 
angry residents com¬ 
plained about plans for a 
new house adjoining an 
existing home. 

Chris Pearson wants 
to demolish the garage at 
his house in Brompton 
Drive, Brierley Hill, and 
build a detached three- 
bedroom property. 

But neighbours say the 
plans would ruin the 
area. 

They claim there is not 
enough space for the new 
house and say it would be 
an “over-development”. 

Development control 
committee members last 
week voted to visit the 
site before deciding 
whether to grant plan¬ 
ning permission, 

Resident Martin Jones 
told the meeting: “We 
want to keep the street 
the way it is for future 
generations.” 

Councillor Colin 
Banks, who lives nearby, 
said: “I have already had 
a look at the site and it is 
very tight. A site visit 
might be beneficial.” 

A decision will be made 
at January’s committee 
meeting after the visit. 


ic?L v Lj 


3 a 


VtKHUIMiK 

111* 


We tre Closed from 
Sist Decerrber 
end wil reopen 
on etti Jcnucry soil 

WITH MANY 
OF 


Op/sii 5 U«y«. (Im^J WnIm^Jhy A Sam«luy 



Telephone: 01364 345400 





Festive Season 

Train Services# 


BOXING DAY JANUARY 3rd 2011 


iViiJ 1 1J « <-J Liiu Uixu J«*tkiCiv u 

uiA i, nli} jmjI LiuwtW 

raliwU tInui Mrqr v.il k a 
h lwt l KsKUk li otin fci mj tfY 

4ngdbt5«vtiiiVA]M 

Tmi» 

-joi© topic*!* co Bboo't Ditto 
U»c&ipcr 

«. »M MSieiNfUMItjOtlMI 

Atn w* a*i 

cvat< oei.ita. cod « jti jut 

ert 

F' to t i i rvAr h to hikfcnsiotoct 

ri JClWro 


yaw ftrlvfean tlto t ij»y mInd*b*j*rva* 

www.tvr.co.uk 



TO W on 


fe-.r 0071 220 1000 
SHOWCULSLDlNLhlAS.&Q.UK 
Vid :j.eus-= >:uk ciil n? did irrl yuir Inter, i aL Iws! 

■amB^MEEHE%raE 3 EEE» 

ITY.A-.*- L'IVhi.w'.'^ R-ir drirfAtalfc n.liViAN' 




* * tact : .i 


S H O WC A S E 



Explore your world with 

star VextraTiuwEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 

Express & Star 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


save® 


DON'T «STT*n 
TICSC OFFERS AID PRICES 
WILL rt ULH BE BEPEAVHI... 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 


Sunday 26th IVlonday 27th I Tuesday 28th 
December December I Decent! er 

10-5|iii 9am-5pm I 9am-5pm 


-T. .-U i CARPETS MASSIVE DISCOUNTS FDR 3 DAYS O NLY 

STOCKS - 

MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MYERS FULL DOUBLE 
I SIDE STORAGE DIVAN 


A COIHETE DOUBLE 
| FRAME AND MATTRESS SET 


I* I l|ll Ji lt. 

|*2 Deep 
Dowi$ 


U._I 


NOW ONLY 


SAVE 

70% 


Liteil 

tatlei-ljij. 

Gorrtfcto * 

I MUft 
k$j|«rto Valie 


DOUBLE ORTHOPAEDY | 
DIVAN 


l^»J itH'lhTAf'J 
• Rmitep 
liOv$ 
■tfeitninl 


SAVE 

r*l 170% 


DOUBLE MEMORY 
FOAM DIVAN 

Miwrui 

j ||i it! 

*** 

Gisrtitopri ^ 

I itetip 

• ►ilr.u-r. 




FULLY SPRUNCI 
MATTRKSSBS 

ObwaiL CtT—4, 1N^il la» 

w as 169 

CPM HDPOOM 
PACK AO I 

DetiMsn H rk»t*M(th 
AnWyail* 

was £20 


3 vKATIR RKCLIMIR 
SETT II 

l 4< O f BAtltlNNWjW min 




DOU BLI Z\Z1 HMITTOflY 
FOAM MATTRB5S 

«M MW Al 

was AMO 

“aui4 

DOOR ROBE 


£249 



DUCHESS 
Of* SIZE BED 

Bat* D»m Bat, Oa^nfr camrarf 

was Cl99 

RiaUIMRIJ MVTRK | 
V/DCCLDAR ROCS 

I ERgRg *** **»•**<*» 

WAS caoo 





CARLTON 3 SKA7IR & 
2?BATKSOFA 

Mfrit* *kaJL lawn, k ABmL 

was t9W 




FAUX LIATHIR 
2 SIATIR SBTTEI 

Hliti^OMiadla 


was £000 


<99 


STARTS BOXING DAY 10.00AM 
EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR FIRST 5 DAYS 


80 °/c 





KIIIOSDI 
OffT NOP ABIC BID 

B14 Baa* Sraa M, ErtriBie 
Ma tb a n 

WAS COO 

noNMimu 

LEATH WR 3 CTR +2 STI* 
Ctaa—Oa^artWytalan U«N*0N»r 



LA ROC OAK 
Dill I WO SBT 
i«F«f lie* 4-i.Re 4 * am om 

LaMar C*4n 

WAS can 




SETS 

iMY 


SMALL OAK 
diii mo SBT 


WAS^gO* 

DROP LEAF 
DIII INO SET 

*m4 laUa iR 4 ; Ofcfc* OUt* 

was £009 



QAFtar* 

• jll* Gilt 

♦ FUtbre 
Fla Sowed 


• Sir^Riil 


TffEflGMIiCRrm SINGLE 
ST0RA.GE bed 

•ctniacwea 
NiJWt 


TLE CDHENAMEXJCANHNE 
DOUBLE BEDFRAME 


♦Riston* 

fiistsewecP 

• Utttos 
r-t 

♦EhOiU.1 


THE ASHtlELL LIGHT UDDO i 
r,]!! TABLE S 6 CHAIRS 


5 SETS 


TO 

CLEAR 

SAVE 

50% 


• 3U!llyTat>R 

CTlTj 

•HOW 

tant-v 

• Std'.bii* 


J 0«1»t 

NV/I 


NOW ONLY 


4 SETS 
ONLY 


NOW ONLY 


Itausa, Uv* strat 


01384 

■Mil toll* r 


1 Mariiet Street, 
KIDOERMIWSTER DY10 1A6 
01562 825281 

WliMttl JM t! I.ttn ttoittl 


583 Bearwood In 
BEARWOOD B6C 41 
0121420 2901 
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Library to 
close for 
revamp 

A DUDLEY library will 
shut for a month for a 
£20,000 revamp. 

Cradley Library in 
Colley Lane will be closed 
between January 17 and 
February 14. 

Work to repair wiring, 
and improve the lighting 
will be carried out, along 
with repainting and wall 
repairs. 

In total the project will 
cost £19,650. 

Dudley Council 

spokesman Chris Howes 
said: “Cradley library is 
well used, and this is an 
investment to improve 
the library. It will make a 
better environment for 
users.” 

People can return their 
books to any library in 
Dudley while the Cradley 
Library is shut. 

The nearest ones are in 
Halesowen and Lye. 

Cradley Library is 
open six days a week. 

Top marks 
for service 

STANDARDS of cus¬ 
tomer service at Dudley 
Council have been recog¬ 
nised nationally. 

The council’s direc¬ 
torate of finance, ICT 
and procurement has 
met the Government’s 
customer service excel¬ 
lence standard. An asses¬ 
sor found that staff at all 
levels had “a deep under¬ 
standing and a commit¬ 
ment to customer service 
excellence”. 


Ring of approval 

PRIORY Park Amateur 
Boxing, Dudley, has been 
given approval will build 
a 90ft long extension to 
house new fighting areas 
and equipment. 


Health centre rent 
could reach £93m 


Steve is surprise guest 



Wolves legend Steve Bull thanks students Kirsty Hadley and Harry 
Thomas for choosing the Steve Bull Foundation 


STUDENTS at a Dudley school 
were surprised when Wolves 
legend Steve Bull strolled into 
their end-of-term assembly. 

The Tipton-born former 
England player visited High 
Areal School in High Areal Drive, 
Sedgley, to thank pupils from 
Attingham House for choosing 
the newly-launched Steve Bull 
Foundation as their charity of the 
year. 

He also presented pupils from 
the house with certificates and 
awards. 

He said: “To have High Areal 


School adopt my charity is fantas¬ 
tic, and I’m really grateful they 
asked me along today.” 

The school’s community cohe¬ 
sion director Sukhjot Dhami said 
the visit had been a surprise for 
students. 

“They were very excited when 
Steve Bull walked in,” he said. 
“They were thrilled. It has really 
inspired them to help raise as 
much money as possible.” 

Students are hoping to beat 
last year’s fundraising total of 
£10,000 with events such as an 
evening with Steve Bull in 2011. 


THE rent for three new health 
centres in Dudley will come to 
£93.6 million during the 25- 
year lease — more than double 
the cost of building them. 

Two health and social centres in 
Brierley Hill and Stourbridge, 
along withRidgehill Centre, 
Stourbridge were built through a 
private public partnership called 
Dudley Infracare Lift for £40.1 
million. Dudley Primary Care 
Trust pays an annual rent for the 
buildings and has a 25-year lease. 
The total rent for the properties is 
£ 3,747,108. If current rents 
remain, the PCT will have spent 
more than £93.6 million leasing 
the centres by the end of the term. 
The PCT said the partnership 
helped finance project and can 
spread the cost. 

Brierley Hill Health and Social 
Centre, Venture Way, cost £26.5 
million to build. The annual rent 
is £1,872,570. Stourbridge Health 
and Social Centre, John Corbett 
Drive, cost £8.1 million and has 
an nnula rent of £1,184,100. The 
rent for the £5.5 million Ridge 
Hill is £690,438. Rents will 
change according to inflation. 

PCT chief executive Sarah 
Dugan said over five years three 
first-class facilities had been built 
providing exemplary standards. 

“We do not have to make an 
initial large outlay but are able to 
spread the cost of the building 
over a number of years, rather 
like a mortgage payment,” she 
said. 



The Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Peter Miller, and the mayoress with Dudley Volunteer Award winners 

Mayor celebrates with volunteers 


SOME of the borough’s most cele¬ 
brated volunteers came together 
for a ceremony with the mayor. 

Councillor Peter Miller hosted 
this year’s winners from the 
Dudley Volunteer Awards, who 
enjoyed a festive tea party in the 
mayor’s parlour last Wednesday. 

Guests included Holly Hall 
couple John and Pamela Pestana, 
who won a Health and Wellbeing 
Award for raising £100,000 
towards cancer research, and 
Ann Cook, the Community Hero 
Award winner who runs a 
dyslexia helpline from her 
Kingswinford home. 

The afternoon also saw the 
presentation of the Safe and 
Sound Award for community 
safety to Netherton resident 
Martin Smith. 

He was unable to attend the 


original ceremony, by Dudley 
Council for Voluntary Service 
(CVS) in October, where more 
than 60 individuals and groups 
were recognised for their out¬ 
standing commitment. 

On receiving his award from 
the mayor, Martin said: “It was 
such an unexpected honour but I 
was delighted to accept my award 
on behalf of a whole team of local 
people who are passionate about 
keeping our local area safe.” 

He was nominated for the time 
he dedicates to his local Neigh¬ 
bourhood Watch, the Bowling 
Green Tenants and Residents 
Association and Saltwells Youth 
Club. 

He also volunteers for a neigh¬ 
bourhood helpline which gives 
housing and anti social behaviour 
advice to local residents. 



Martin Smith, from Netherton, 
receives his Dudley Volunteer 
Award from the mayor 


Colleges picked for training 


DUDLEY and Stourbridge colleges have 
been chosen to lead the way on environ¬ 
mental technology training for the West 
Midlands. They have successfully bid for 
approval as a founder hub member of the 
National Skills Academy for Environmen¬ 
tal Technologies. 

Dudley principal Lowell Williams said: 
“Win-ning selection to join the prestigious 


National Skills Academy is a tremendous 
achievement and a fabulous opportunity. 

“Not only does it put our colleges at the 
centre of the green technology revolution 
but it means that the Black Country is 
once again leading technological develop¬ 
ment.” 

The colleges will provide a range of 
training. 


£250,000 facelift 

AN ELECTRICAL superstore at Dudley’s Merry 
Hill Centre has undergone a £250,000 refurbish¬ 
ment which has created several new jobs. Work at 
the Comet store was done overnight over the course 
of several weeks and has led to the introduction of 
more than l,000sq ft of extra space. The store was 
officially reopened on Saturday with a weekend of 
free family fun planned with colouring competitions, 
balloons and more. 
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BMW draws on motor racing expertise to produce its stunning new performance coupe 


Hottest BMW 1 
Series unveiled 


The 1 Series M Coupe powers to 62mph in 4.9 seconds A Boston leather cabin, with sport seats, is standard 





An excellent power to weight ratio will enable BMW’s 1 Series M Coupe to outperform the previous M3 



EVERY new BMW M car BMW 1 Series M Coupe is driver and front passenger excel- 
fnrm« nnrf nf n yprv «r>pr>inl expressed by a dramatic exterior lent lateral hold. The interior is 
n i ^ " design, with widened wheel exclusively modelled for the BMW 

family tree mat can trace a arc hes, exclusive 19-inch Y-spoke 1 Series M Coupe, with an M 
lineage of iconic perform- M alloy wheels, and dual chrome leather steering wheel and the use 
ance road cars back to the tailpipes. of Alcantara with Kyalami orange 

lpapnrln-rv RMW Ml from A discreet spoiler lip generating contrast stitching on the door 
tB 1 Q7f) additional downforce and a rear trim, door inserts, handbrake and 

tne It) /US. apron with side openings echoing gear lever gaiter and instrument 

The latest car to feature the the look of the front air intakes binnacle cove. The M logo is also 
letter M comes with stunning ensure the look of sporting intent embossed in the front of the head- 
performance from a race-bred matches the model’s sporting rests. 

powertrain, a controllable, ability. L-shaped rear light clus- The new BMW 1 Series M 
agile and exploitable chassis ters w ^h two light banks fed by Coupe has at its heart a high 
the finest materials and com- PP units complete the M car revving, in-line six-cylinder 
, n ,, , • look. Exterior paint mushes are engine with twin turbocharger, 

ponents and an attractive Mpine White non _ me tallic. Black direct injection technology and 
sporty design to ensure it Sapphire metallic and the exclu- double VANOS variable valve 
takes a deserved place among give Valencia Orange metalic. timing to develop a maximum 
these icons. ■ pothpr output of 340hp. Such perform- 

The new BMW 1 Series M Ucdlllci ance equates to a highly desirable 

Coupe heralds the introduction of The BMW 1 Series M Coupe is car that takes just 4.9 seconds to 
a high performance sports car into fitted as standard with bi-xenon accelerate from zero to 62mph. 
a compact design that extends the headlamps, and LED-fed position- The BMW M tuned twin-tur- 
BMW M portfolio and paves the ing lights. A hallmark M-branded bocharger technology used con- 
way for a wider audience to appre- feature is the elongated chrome sists of two relatively small turbos 
date M car ownership. gill element on the front wheel which, because of their low inertia 

An M car has to have sublime arch, while the door mirrors are characteristics, are active even at 
driving characteristics first and from the BMW M3, but tuned for low engine speeds, ensuring no 
foremost, but it must look stun- the specific aerodynamic charac- turbo lag, yet a peak power output 
ning too, and the BMW 1 Series M teristics. which is achieved at 5,900rpm. 

Coupe does not deviate from this The standard sports seats in The great flexibility of the 
formula. Boston leather feature Kyalami 2,979cc engine means that 

The sporty character of the orange stitching and offer both maximum torque of 450Nm is pro¬ 
duced from as little as 
l,500rpm. A flat torque 
curve for swift in gear 
acceleration sees peak 
torque maintained up to 
4,500 rpm. 

This figure can be 
increased by another 
50Nm when the car is 
under full throttle by 
means of an overboost 
function. In fact, such is 
its stunning performance 
and handling, it is 
expected to be signifi¬ 
cantly faster around the 
Niirburgring Nord- 
schleife than the previ¬ 
ous generation E46 
BMW M3. 

The chassis of the 
BMW 1 Series M Coupe 
has been tested using 
BMW M GmbH’s racing- 
oriented development 
process, and uses numer¬ 
ous key components, 
originally conceived for 
the BMW M3, have been 
modified for use in this 
car. 

Light weight is of 
course vital and the 
latest M car tips the 
scales at l,495kgs cour¬ 
tesy of the extensive use 
of aluminium. 

The double pivot front 
axle and the five-link 
rear axle are made 
almost entirely of alu¬ 
minium. With chassis 
technology derived 
directly from motor 
racing, a power-to- 
weight ratio of 
227hp/tonne has been 
achieved. 

Footprint 

The footprint of the car 
is bigger than a standard 
BMW 1 Series Coupe 
with it being 55mm 
wider than the BMW 
135i Coupe. 

The width of 1,803 mm 
is the result of optimisa¬ 
tion of the front and rear 
axle to enhance driving 
dynamics. 

As standard, BMW 1 
Series M Coupe comes 
with Variable M differen¬ 
tial lock, compound 
brakes, DSC with MDM 
and M Servotronic. 

The BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe goes on sale in 
May 2011 priced at 
£39,990 on the road, with 
the first customer deliv¬ 
eries in May. 
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■■■from a name you can trust! 

Family run lather & son business with 30 years in the trade 

• Fantastic peace of mind warranty available on every car 

• All vehicles are serviced, MOT'd and have a 92 point checkover prior to delivery 

• Part exchange your current car, van or motorbike 

• Can't get finance - we can help 

• Up to 5 years Finance available 

• Top part exchange Allowance 

• Deposits from £99 



03 REG CITROEN C51.8 VTR 5 DOOR 

IN METALLIC BLUE, ONLY ONE OWNER FROM NEW, 

__ SELF LEVELLING SUSPENSION, 

A ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 

^ i » CONDITIONING, TRACTION 

CONTROL, CD PLAYER, 
^ FRONT FOG LIGHTS, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS 
& MIRRORS, FULLY 
COLOUR CODED, REMOTE 
LOCKING & ALARM. MULTIPLE AIRBAGS 




156 WEEKS AT £18 



www.motorvillage.co.uk 


your route to carefree motoring 


Dudley Road, Lye, Stourbridge, DY9 8DU 

ir 01384 895965 ifc. 

Opening times Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm 1 WSA 1 1 



motor Road 

VILLAGE T iZ2 s 


Lye High Street 


EXAMPLE: CASH PRICE £2499, DEPOSIT £99,BALANCE TO FINANCE £2400. 

156 PAYMENTS OF £18. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £2907. APR 


15.1% 
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X JAGUAR iA W S-TYPE Auto. Mstillic 

Pfint PASl EW, AC, Alloys.tiTH 

» VAUXHALL AS IRA U CLUB 5-dooi: 

PASl EW, AC, CD, Alloys.IWtt 

44 FORDMOtCEO TOO 1M OHA H lt±cJ i, 

Silwa; FAS, EW, AC, Alloys.Mm 

44 VAUXHALL ASTRA L4CUUB o-di: HfTtoli, 
Mstdlic S^y, PA Si EW, AC, Alloys, Ffics 
Lift.MTft 

04 BMV/ 316ES E^nd-:, PAS, EVj( AC, 

CD, Alloys.M409 

07 CWVROLET KALOS 1-2S 3-clooi: 

Mot Hue, PAS, EW, CD.M2W 

» FORD FOCUS XOlDCIDisssI o-di: Mot 

Hus, EV/ PASl AC.M»S 

03 VAUXHALL ZAHRA 1.S ELECtATICE 

RscL Alloys, EW, PAS.M499 

04 MO IF Ijfr r.-ttnllic Hfidc, Alloys, 

PAS, EW CD. M2» 

01 JAGUAR X-TYFC Vt SPORT 2J9CC 

Alloys, PAS, EV/ EM, RC, CL.M2» 

94 PEUGEOT 2K GTI 3 cto. Mstllic 
Hus, 1/2 IsfvHiec, CD, Alloys, PAS, 

AC, EW.M2» 

03 VAUXHALL ZAMRAIjL CLUB MstRscL 

PAS, EW AC, CD, 7 Ssfits.B»9? 

94 DAEWOO MATIZE O.Sc=-c= SE SiKsi; PAS, 

CD, 5-cl; only.B2199 

« RBI AULT LAG UN A l.t DQD'UIAEIOUE 
HfilfLwiliec Alloys, AC, PAS, EW ..Mm 
X 8-TYPE JAGUAR 3.0 SE Aut- Mstillio 
Pfiiit FlII Lwrtlwf, Aloys, FAS, EW...tt2m 
09 RBI AULT MEGAtlE IS DW Af.llOUE 
5-cfc: Hack Alloys; PAS, E W AC..M 409 

m 
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OPEN TO AYS 


/II Ha |ar Cradt Cards Aatapted \l 


NO DEPOSIT NEEDED AND PAYMENTS PROM 
UNDER €20 PER WEEK! 
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Reply to an ad 

by phone 0905 436 6562* by post 1^3 


Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 _ 

Iran advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 

121 6140*. 
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Call 


0800 


Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches i 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts 1 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 

To retrieve replies to your ad^ 
just call 0905 436 6564* 


free 

ADS 




m^tch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 


If an advert has a 
camera symbol next to 
it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 

Text woLVDAT^gpace] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355891_ 

HI I’m Emma, a 31 yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 
FEMININE lady, attractive, intelligent 
and slim seeks genuine strong minded 
male; I have so many interests please 
call to hear them. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355763 0_ 

FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355761 0_ 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0_ 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 B 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec- 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001_ 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 
ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 
53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339275_ 

TALL slim, attractive brown eyed 
brunette, 42, many interests, seeks fun 
loving cultured male to spend quality 
time with. ACA. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 355253 0_ 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi¬ 
ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 348919 s1 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 
PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:337465_ 

WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 
attractive male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:343735_ 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 0 
HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:331399_ 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, BO¬ 
SS to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 
LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 354183_ 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 
ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 


SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Temo: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479_ 

SLIM 32yr old blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 B _ 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 
40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 0_ 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 0_ 

LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183_ 

STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0_ 

KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 
WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 
BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, and fun loving, daring and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
327355_ 

IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331301 
EASYGOING loving day dreamer, curvy, 
long brown hair, seeks similar kind, lov¬ 
ing male to share fun, friendship and 
good conversations. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 355249 0 
BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 B 
ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 0 

ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339799 

PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338651 

MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 B 

60YR old lady, young at heart, divorced, 
medium build, likes kisses, cuddles, 
seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

CURVY intelligent young widow, 58, 
blue eyes, short dark hair, lovely figure, 
seeks tall lively male to enjoy life’s 
pleasures with. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 353429 0 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
336759 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338315 

DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 B 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 326119 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324441 0 

GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 325719 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 0 B 


60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0_ 

CAROLE 55, loving, caring, GSOH, 
likes nights in/out, animals, N/S, seeks 
caring male, 50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316793 0_ 

SINGLE attractive young female, fun 
loving fit and fruity seeks likeminded 
older male for good times. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 363432 0 B 
DOWN to earth female, 45, seeks gent, 
45-55 to sparkle back into life, friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349468_ 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865_ 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349265 

PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash- 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 
RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 
STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman¬ 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:326751 0 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 0 s 
ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 
YOUNG looking, pretty female, 40, 
brunette, slim, no ties, N/S, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, refined male for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115_ 

BEAUTIFUL slim brunette, blue eyes, 
good figure, loves to dance, WLTM 
someone nice to share good times with, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 355251 0 _ 


ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579_ 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0_ 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 
WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 



LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 
PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:303395_ 

LONELY blonde widow with no ties, 
looking for love and romance again with 
lots of TLC, WLTM similar man. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355247 0 
SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
321455 0 

ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921_ 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 0 
LOUISE seeks nice male in her 
Christmas stocking. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 321491 0_ 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 
GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841_ 

VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0_ 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529_ 

TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 
BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031_ 

ATTRACTIVE petite female, 34, single 
mum, likes nights in/out, cinema, sea¬ 
side, days out, seeks male with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 317151 B 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 321149 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 0_ 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 0 

VANESSA 32, black, slim, attractive, 
likes nights in/out, cooking, seeks male, 
30-35 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 305797 
ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 315415_ 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 
ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:315413_ 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583_ 

TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


DAWN 45, 5ft 2ins, average looks, easy¬ 
going, seeks male for loving relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317865_ 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 
seeks similar male. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 332231_ 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049_ 

FEMALE likes socialising, nights out, 
seeks attractive male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336477_ 

DARK haired lady, 45, seeks N/S male, 
40-50 for friendship and nights out. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330549 0 
CLARE 56, likes theatre, animals, films, 
seeks caring male with GSOH, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 367984 0 B 
ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, slim, 
GSOH, OHAC, likes holidays, days out, 
seeks gent for friendship and happiness. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330037 
FEMALE 53, divorced, N/S, likes the¬ 
atre, music, seeks honest, caring, loving 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328937 0 
GENUINE caring widow, 64, attractive, 
likes reading, holidays, meals out, seeks 
genuine N/S male, 60-68. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 378566_ 

GLYNIS 47, slim, brown hair/eyes, trust¬ 
worthy, likes cinema, nights out, cinema, 
wining/dining, seeks male. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327379 0_ 

SUSIE 35, 3 children, likes reading, 
walks, dancing, cooking, seeks 
male/single dad, 35-45 with GSOH for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333365_ 

LEONIE 42, wheelchair user, have cere- 
bal palsy, 3 children, likes theatre, meals 
out, seeks honest, genuine, sincere 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318685 
AVERAGE looking lady, 59, N/S, likes 
animals, reading, cosy nights in, seeks 
medium-large built gent, 50-65 for possi¬ 
ble relationship. Telford. Tel No: 0905 
.. " - 3 0 


436 6562 Box No: 330369 £ 

FEMALE 40’s, 5ft 6ins, brunette, seeks 
nice, caring, loving, fun gent, 30-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329019_ 

SLIM fit, bubbly female can’t wait to 
meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. ACA. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 367066 0 
TALL curvy female, 36dd, loves music, 
looking for fun and romance with dark 
male. Give me a call. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 359238 0 


men seeking women | 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355869_ 

GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735_ 

41 YR old professional male, seeks 
attractive, mature female, 50-70 for rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 355637 0_ 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 B 
YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 
WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 s 
ATTRACTIVE male, 53, seeks older 
female, 60-70 for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338165_ 

STEVE 44, medium build, dark hair, 6ft 
2ins, seeks female for relationship. 
Ludlow. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383204 0_ 

LONELY biker, blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeks nice lady for fun, maybe more. 
Single mum welcome. Hereford. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355099 0 
YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 
46YR old male, 5ft 5ins, blue eyes, short 
hair, N/S, intelligent, likes swimming, 
fishing, walks, days out, seeks similar 
honest female. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 352575 0 B 
KIDDERMINSTER man, 55, 6ft, slim, 
handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks 
Princess for happiness, romance and 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 0_ 

MALE 45, seeks female, 25-45 for regu¬ 
lar, casual relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355019 0_ 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103_ 

35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261_ 

GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349625 s 

SUCCESSFUL businessman, 32, seeks 
female, 24-40 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
348821_ 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341345 0_ 

MALE useful 63, caring, likes music, lit¬ 
erature, country walks, animals, seeks 
intelligent lady for company. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317671 B 
FUN loving male, 64, seeks genuine, 
romantic lady, 64-71 with GSOH and 
TLC. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
325237_ 

LOVING caring widower, GSOH, likes 
socialising, holidays, seeks attractive 
lady, 55-70 for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 348187 
CHRIS slim 46, fair hair, likes outdoors, 
seeks likeminded lady 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346667 s _ 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381618 


ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341031_ 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 B 
FIT 65yr old male, looks 40, feels 30, 
medium build, seeks N/S lady, 64-70, 
caring, genuine with GSOH for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 339195_ 

MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 
MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 
MALE 53, N/S, seeks female, 40-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Willenhall. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 352447 
ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351067_ 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917_ 

TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 
romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 B 
SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351581 0_ 

TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 
DIVORCED male, Cancerian, 57, looks 
younger, seeks special lady to fill the 
empty space in life. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349993 0_ 

ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tef No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 B _ 

MALE 46, N/S, seeks female to sparkle 
back into life. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 353781 0 
KEN blue eyes, slim, 5ft 8ins, seeks 
open-minded female, any age/nationali¬ 
ty for fun and good times. Lichfield. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353619 0 
GARY 37, 6ft 2ins, black hair, seeks 
female for LTR, maybe fun. Single mum 
welcome. Willenhall. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 352731 0 s 
MALE 46, 5ft 7ins, medium build, short 
hair, N/S, non drinker, lonely, lots of love 
to give, likes cinema, theatre, DIY, 
sports, travel, seeks female. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 328585 
MALE 48, well built, kind, considerate 
genuine, seeks female, 25-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tef No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346673 0_ 

KIND fun, Shropshire male, 46, hand¬ 
some, fit, solvent, seeks slim, attractive, 
independent, educated lady up to 44 for 
LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324061 B 


gay/friends seeking 


KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 B 
GAY male, 55, seeks similar gay male, 
18-80 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355301 0 
SHROPSHIRE male, 25, loving, caring, 
own home, country boy, seeks male for 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


c 


adult contacts 




http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC201210 
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Gently does it as Williams eyes his return 

KIDDERMINSTER Har- former club Wrexham. any event. game at Aggborough on “Boxing Day could be a 

riers left-back Mike The stitches are due to It also means he could New Year’s Day. step too far,” he conceded. 

Williams has admitted come out today, just three possibly miss both festive He said: “I would “I have to stay at home 

his 2010 may be over after days before Harriers go to matches, Forest Green imagine that the New with my feet up for two 

surgery on his injured Forest Green on Boxing away and Newport at Year’s Day game is a more weeks so the injury will 

foot. Day. home on December 28 — realistic target to look at. heal. 

Williams had an opera- The 24-year-old cannot assuming both beat the “But I am not going to I would rather make 
tion to remove a growth train until then, which weather. say I can’t make a game sure I am right for the rest 

on his left foo, ruling him ruled him out of last Sat- But Williams is hoping until I have had the of the season, instead of 

out of the recent FA urday’s visit of Kettering to be fully fit by the time of bandage off and the coming back too early,” he 

Trophy defeat at his which was postponed in the Forest Green return stitches taken out. added. 



The impressive new stand at Warwickshire’s home is taking shape 


How the new stand looks from outside the Edgbaston ground 


EDGBASTON IS SET 
TO BOWL ’EM OVER 


CRICKET FANS can see the £30million 
expansion of Warwickshire’s Edgbaston 
ground, increasing capacity to 25,000, 
continuing apace. 

The playing surface, grown to Warwick¬ 
shire’s specification in a field in Lincolnshire, 
has been relaid with a new drainage system 
and permanent floodlights fitted. 

The framework for the new stand, which sits 
between the Eric Hollies Stand and the Priory Stand 
is also nearly finished. 

And bosses revealed the naming rights for the new 
stand would be established in the new year. 

Club chief executive Cohn Povey said: “We’re just 
coming onto that stage of the development. We will 
be starting to approach companies in the new year.” 

The curved shell of the building, which will even¬ 
tually be coated in silver-coloured aluminium 
panels, is nearly finished and will expand the 
seating and media facilities, bringing the stadium 
into line with the iconic press box at Lord’s. 

The finished work will feature five new flood¬ 
lights, offices, shops and apartments at the site. It is 
set for completion in time for England’s Test match 
against India on August 10 next year. 

Phil Macdonald, project director at Edgbaston, 
said: “The new facilities will be like rugby and foot¬ 
ball grounds with a covered concourse between the 
new stand and the Eric Hollies Stand. 

Atmosphere 

“The new stadium will have the best facilities for 
media in England with parts of the third and fourth 
floor for broadcast and print media inside the steel 
box design which will sit on top of the new stand.” 

The work will give Warwickshire the best chance 
to compete for international matches. 

Povey added: “The expansions puts us in a very 
strong position. We will have the largest capacity for 
a ground outside London and more than Trent 
Bridge’s 17,000 in Nottingham and the 15,000 
capacity at Cardiff, with whom we’re effectively com¬ 
peting. It should keep Edgbaston on that main rosta 
of Test grounds.” 

The expansion will not harm the atmosphere Edg¬ 
baston has developed in recent years, the most vocal 
support England receive on home soil. Mr Povey 
added: “England win here more often than anywhere 
else, the players love the noise and the crowds love 
the fun atmosphere so it’s a win-win.” 

As the project nears completion, lifts stairs and 
seats will be installed. Alongside the stadium work, 
the ground is being fitted with modern drainage. 
Permanent floodlights will mean less light spillage 
from day/night matches for nearby residents and 
make taking high catches easier for fielders as the 
bulbs used produce less glare. 

The redevelopment is expected to guarantee a 
place for international cricket in Birmingham and 
an Ashes match in 2013. It will feature an “unusu¬ 
ally shaped” square structure to house a banqueting 
suite. The former Calthorpe stand, the old pavilion 
and the old indoor cricket school were all bulldozed. 
The stadium has been reconfigured alongside the 
demolition and still has a capacity of 17,000. 



Reinforcements for the Robins as 
Perks and Kirkham swell team 


DUDLEY TOWN have 
added former Bustleholme 
joint-manager Neil Perks 
onto their management 
team following his design 
to resign from the Tipton- 
based club. 

Perks has been joined at the 
Dell Stadium by former 
Dudley under-18s coach Nigel 
Kirkham, with the duo joining 
up with current Robins boss 
Steve Hinks. 

Perks, who took the Bustle- 


holme hot seat with Karl 
Dolman in the summer of 
2009, oversaw a rapid trans¬ 
formation for the Bs who rose 
from basement dwellers to 
genuine title contenders 
within 18 months. 

He will be joining a Dudley 
Town side that lies midway up 
the West Midlands Premier 
Division table after a mixed 
bag of results in the opening 
half of the season. 

Kirkham needs little intro¬ 
duction to Robins supporters 


after a period in charge of the 
club’s successful under-18s 
side that nurtured current 
first team player Alex Perry as 
well as Halesowen Town’s 
England Colleges midfielder 
Conor Gater. 

Chairman Stephen Austin 
believes Perks and Kirkham’s 
arrival onto Hinks’ manage¬ 
ment team will be the break 
the club is looking for. 

“Steve has been looking for 
additional support from those 
with local Dudley knowledge 


and experience,” he said. 

“I am certain this is what 
Neil and Nigel will provide the 
club and am sure this will have 
a positive effect. 

“We would all like to 
welcome the duo to Dudley 
Town Football Club,” he 
added. 

Hinks welcomes the rein¬ 
forcements after a run of torrid 
luck with his coaching staff. 

Player-coach Kevin Thomp¬ 
son left the club for a similar 
role with Evo-Stik Premier 


Division club Chasetown in 
September before assistant 
manager Richard Smith had to 
leave due to work commit¬ 
ments in November. 

Dudley have been without a 
game since November 20 and 
now face a wait until January 
8 to get their season under way 
again. 

Hinks has used the time to 
bolster his squad with the 
addition of highly rated duo 
Ricky Dudley and Jemall 
Pennock. 


Six-goal 
Tipton 
hammer 
out title 
warning 

Tipton Town 6 
Highgate United 0 

TIPTON climbed into 
second place in the 
Baker-Joiner Midland 
Football Alliance fol¬ 
lowing an impressive 
return to action. 

After a three-week 
weather enfored 

absence, they hit top 
form on December 15 and 
went on to their biggest 
win of the season. 

Tipton, who gave a 
debut to recent signing 
Alex Cowley, started 
brightly with Danny 
Bragoli linking up with 
Jozsef Jakab who saw his 
shot saved by Shaun 
Hoccum. 

Dave Bate then tested 
the Highgate keeper 
from distance with a 
well-struck shot but 
found him equal to the 
task. 

The pressure on the 
visitors’ goal continued 
as Ricky Baker fired over 
the top. 

Drive 

Tipton’s efforts were 
rewarded when Bate 
opened the scoring with a 
superbly struck drive 
that flew into the top 
corner. 

Bragoli was denied a 
goal when Hoccum saved 
and Jakab headed wide 
from Ross Brown’s cross 
as Tipton pushed for a 
second. 

At the other end, 
keeper Matt Sargeant 
was called into action to 
deny the pacy Elroy 
Bennett as Highgate 
threatened. 

Tipton added the 
crucial second goal five 
minutes before the 
break, Bragoli’s cross 
headed home by Eric 
Bowen from six yards 
out. 

The tempo was main¬ 
tained after the interval 
with Tipton netting twice 
in the opening eight 
minutes of the second 
half. 

Substitute 

Jakab set up Bate to 
net his second and three 
minutes later Jakab 
himself got his name on 
the scoresheet as Tipton 
guaranteed the destina¬ 
tion of the points. 

Cowley fired just over 
before Jakab added his 
second, and his 14th of 
the season, when he 
headed home Bowen’s 
cross. 

Tipton weren’t fin¬ 
ished and added a sixth 
goal as the match wound 
into its final stages. 

It came when substi¬ 
tute Ryan Mosedale cut 
inside his man and beat 
Hoccum with a well- 
placed finish to cap off a 
great night for the home 
side. 


The Dudley Chroni¬ 
cle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford, 
on Thursday, 
December 23, 
2010. 
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COUSINS WINTER SALE 
STARTS BOXING DAY 10am 

Be earV *o take advantage of the EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS 
throughout the store this Boxing Day - with man savings of 
50 % or more. 

Gousns boast three oi the largest furniture stores in the UK. 

Vtyhatever y xxr chooe, contemporary or classical, they have 
insprational room setfngs and an unbeatable massive choice. 

Put that alongside ncredtfy low sate prices on al products 

famous brand names, 

have the ultimate shopping experience x fimture Oeds. 
carpets and accessor es 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL THE SUMMER • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE 
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